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SCARBOROUGH, ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 
Grievance 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Innaloo) [9.54 am]:  I draw the House’s attention to the social problem that is occurring in 
Scarborough with the onset of summer and the appearance in Scarborough of a large number of vehicles.  They 
are small Japanese cars that look a bit smaller than Escorts and have exhaust pipes about six inches in diameter.  
I am sure that some members will have seen these on the roads.  They gather in car parks on Scarborough 
beachfront, particularly on Friday and Saturday nights and Sunday afternoon.  I notice that they also seem to 
congregate outside my electorate, at the northern side of Herdsman Lake near the Powis Street exit before 
driving to Scarborough.   

They arrive in significant numbers.  I have seen them in Reserve Street car park from about 7.30 on Friday night.  
They appear to be menacing merely because of their numbers, but they are not breaking the law.  As the night 
goes on, the occupants participate in what are known as boot parties in which they drink alcohol taken from the 
boots of cars.  The smokies then start and the police arrive, but of course as soon as the police come the vehicles 
exit via the three exits of the car park.  When the police apprehend the drivers, they are faced with two 
difficulties.  They issue a traffic infringement notice.  From the looks of some of the offenders, they probably 
screw it up and put it in the ashtray.  They seem to have little regard for the notices that are issued because the 
conduct just continues.  On the occasions when traffic police have effected arrests, they have then had to leave 
the area with those they have arrested and have been absent from Scarborough beachfront for some time while 
they process the arrest.  It means that the occupants’ associates and cohorts can continue unbridled.   

At this early part of my grievance, given a particular question by the Leader of the Opposition the other day 
concerning a misapprehension that this was in some way connected with the Northbridge curfew, I wish to stress 
that I was never under that misapprehension.  The people who are turning up in Scarborough are not youths 
under the age of 15 years, who are the target of the Northbridge curfew; they are well over the age of 17 years 
because they are driving vehicles.  The occupants of the vehicles seem to be over the age of 16 years and in late 
adolescence.  It is therefore not a curfew problem but a different sort of problem.  With the onset of the warm 
weather, many young people from the eastern suburbs who are looking for somewhere to congregate, seem to 
decide that the beach is a good place to do it.  There are many suitable beaches around the metropolitan area, 
such as Cottesloe, Swanbourne and City Beach, but they all present limited opportunities because car parking 
space is at a premium.  Scarborough is blessed, or burdened, with a number of large open car parks on the 
beachfront.   
When I first moved to the Scarborough area nearly 30 years ago, one of the social phenomena at the time was 
people pouring oil on the car parks, spinning the wheels of their vehicles and doing smokies, watched by youths 
on top of the toilet blocks who were cheering them on.  This is a slightly different problem but it is of the same 
nature; that is, youths using their vehicles for antisocial behaviour.  The antisocial behaviour is not limited to the 
use of vehicles in the area, because many of the young people who are participating in the boot parties and 
moving to and from Observation City also indulge in antisocial behaviour.  Once again, this is a different 
problem from that in Northbridge where young people are spitting on tables.  As offensive as boot parties are, it 
is far more offensive for a fight to take place only metres from where people are eating a meal.  The Mayor of 
the City of Stirling, Mayor Vallelonga, is particularly concerned.  The city wants to restructure the beachfront 
and the car parks.  However, it will take a devilishly long time; in fact, it was on the plate before I came to the 
Parliament.  If we must await the rebuilding of Scarborough beachfront and its road system, we will have a few 
more summers when residents and visitors to Scarborough will suffer. 
The police have run a number of operations out of Scarborough in the past, one of which was Operation Calypso, 
which ran for two summers.  Members of the metropolitan district support group were at Scarborough beachfront 
in some numbers, which operated as a deterrent.  The use of the booze bus and Operation Hard Drive two years 
ago also had some effect.  Once again, the problem seems to have been that as soon as arrests are effected, the 
processing of the people under arrest depletes the police strength on the beachfront for an hour or two while they 
are conveyed to a lockup.  I noticed last summer that on occasions a mobile police post was taken to 
Scarborough beachfront, but that was situated in the lower car park area and not in the upper car park area where 
it could operate as a visible police presence and thereby a deterrent to these people.   
Last Friday week I conducted a community safety meeting at the Maureen Grierson Community Recreation 
Centre, which was attended by many local residents, business people, the general manager of Rendezvous 
Observation City Hotel and, more importantly, by Superintendent Evans from the district office and the acting 
officer in charge of Scarborough Police Station.  The officers said that they would leave the meeting and liaise 
further with the powers that be in the Police Force and with the City of Stirling to see what they could move 
forward with operations over the summertime, increased police presence and, hopefully, locating a mobile police 
post at least during high risk periods. 
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MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland - Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [10.00 am]:  I thank the 
member for Innaloo for his grievance today.  He is quite right.  This is a significant problem, and it is one that 
the Government is very keen to deal with.  I can also confirm for the member for Innaloo that the Police Service 
is well aware of incidents at Scarborough Beach car park, as it is of incidents in other areas.  The Police Service 
informs me that it is fully aware that up to 300 vehicles have been known to attend locations such as 
Scarborough Beach car park, where oil has been poured onto the car park surface to assist vehicles doing 
burnouts.  Similar events have been reported at other areas including Albany Highway, Jarrahdale; the 
Bedfordale road train assembly area; and Leach Highway, Myaree.  On 28 August this year, a police patrol 
vehicle observed two vehicles racing each other while heading in a southerly direction on Albany Highway, 
Maddington.  Police followed these vehicles and were led to the Jarrahdale area, where they were confronted 
with approximately 30 vehicles.  They were described as high-performance modified Japanese models, similar to 
those the member for Innaloo has described this morning.  About 100 people were obviously involved in 
organised street racing and time trialling.  Upon sighting the police, the crowd immediately dispersed, and 
vehicles left the area at high speed, again exactly as the member for Innaloo has described.  Some narrowly 
avoided hitting the officers, who had alighted from their vehicle.  Other police vehicles were notified of this 
occurrence, and one of the vehicles leaving the area was pursued at speeds of up to 150 kilometres an hour.  As a 
result of this incident, three persons were charged with offences relating to driving and five compliance notices 
were placed on vehicles.  In my view, that is not adequate. 

I can also report on people doing excessive speed.  The police have provided me with the following information.  
During the “double demerit” long weekends between June 2002 and June 2003, 104 people were detected 
driving at 45 kilometres or more over the speed limit.  The most excessive speed was 94 kilometres over the 
limit.  That is very hard to imagine.  The highest speed recorded in a 50-kilometre-an-hour zone was 122 
kilometres an hour.  These figures cover only 42 days.  If they were extrapolated to include every Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday over a year, we could assume that 386 people would have been detected exceeding the 
speed limit by 45 kilometres or more an hour.  Quite frankly, I do not want to be on the road with those people; 
nor do I want the lives of my family, friends or anyone in the Western Australian community endangered by 
them.  Currently, these kinds of breaches are dealt with either by way of infringement or, where court sanction is 
required, by summons or arrest.  One of the sanctions that can be imposed on a person placed before the court is 
the cancellation or suspension of that person’s licence.  One of the problems with the current system is that the 
person who committed the offence is able to continue driving until the court has imposed any suspension or 
cancellation.  This may lead to reoffending by the person in the interim, which continues to represent a 
significant road safety danger and nuisance to the public.   

I was well aware of these issues, and the member for Innaloo had also drawn these matters to my attention.  
Therefore, when I realised that both South Australia and Queensland were putting in place what has been 
described as hoon legislation, I was quick to pursue that legislation and see how it was working.  At the last 
police ministers council meeting, I took the opportunity to have a detailed discussion about the Queensland 
legislation with the Queensland Minister for Police and Corrective Services, Tony McGrady, and his staff.  As a 
consequence, I raised the issue with the Premier, who has offered his wholehearted support for similar legislation 
in Western Australia.  Since that time, I have asked the Police Service to investigate all the relevant legislation, 
and we are now looking at adopting something similar to the Queensland model.  I expect to get cabinet approval 
for such legislation in the immediate future, and I hope to be able to introduce the legislation before the end of 
this year.   

For the benefit of the House and the member for Innaloo, I advise that under the legislation, a motor vehicle 
could be impounded for offences including reckless driving, dangerous driving, and driving a vehicle in such a 
manner as to create or cause any undue or excessive noise or smoke, when any of those offences are committed 
in a circumstance of aggravation.  A circumstance of aggravation would include racing another vehicle, an 
attempt to establish or break any vehicle’s speed record, any trial of any description of the speed of the vehicle, 
any competitive trial of any description designed to test the skill of the driver or the performance of any vehicle, 
or driving in a way that causes the tyres or a substance poured onto the road surface to smoke or the drive wheels 
to lose traction on the road surface.  Our Government is committed to enhancing community safety.  These kinds 
of issues have now been a problem in Western Australia for some decades.  I am very pleased to have taken this 
very proactive action of looking at what we can do to outlaw these kinds of activities and to hit these people 
where it hurts; that is, by impounding their vehicles.  All the reports I have read on the Queensland legislation 
have been most favourable, and I am very much looking forward to establishing similar legislation in Western 
Australia so that we can protect the amenity and lifestyle of not only the constituents of the member for Innaloo 
but also people throughout Western Australia.   
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.J. Dean):  Grievances noted. 
 


